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Transmit the following m 
AIRTEL 


/ 


Date: 1/24/73 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 

(Priority) 


FROM: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 

feAC, LOS ANGELES (9-NEW) (P) 

\hanged (IQ) 
tJNSUfi, aka 
"/bereaved Friend"; 
.JOHNWC ARSON - VICTIM 
rE^CORTION 


ES 


m 






00: Los Angeles 




\ w 


Title is marked changed^to set forth title as 
"UNSUB, aka * A Bereaved Friend*; JOHNNY CARSON - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION"* Title carried in referenced Washington Field 
teletype as "UNSUB; TELEGRAM TO MR. ED MC MAHON, NBC STUDIO, 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM". 

Re Los Angeles telcall to Washington Field 1/23/73* 
and Washington Field teletype to Los Angeles dated 1/23/73* 

I I Broadcast Facilities 

and Operations, National Broadcasting Company, Inc. (NBC), 
3000 West Alameda Avenue, Burbank, California, advised 
SA RICHARD M. WOOLF on 1/22/73* that NBC had just learned 
that on Sunday, 1/21/73* the NBC mail room had received a 
telegram addressed to "ED MCMAHON", announcer on the JOHNNY 
CARSON "Tonight i'.-Show, that contained a possible threat to 
Mr. CARSON, mi^elegram was delivered to the "Tonight" 

Show production of fice. NBC, on 1/22/73. as routine mail 
and was referred td I 

' ^ ^^^425 nf 

• 1 I nJtedxhat the telegram57aa»d«ted, 3 

Washington, D.C., 1/20/73, and was delivered to the NBC mail 
.room on the morning of 1/21/73* The telegram 


2 )- Bureau*~(>AMjr \ 

1 - Waspi^tonpPield (Info) (AM) 




ent iSvCJharge 


■ M Per 


★ 5. COVMWMENT 3PWNTXNG OHICI l O - MC-090 <U) 





^ 


, 


LA 9-HEW 


LY006l(^09)(2-l46320E020)PD 01/20/73 1^4 09“ 

SSc^^S TDMT WASHINGTON DC 36 01-20 0209P EST 

PMS ED MCMAHON, DLR 

CARE NBC STUDIOS . 

BURBANK LOS ANGELES CO-CA 

* 

DEAR ED STICK CLOSEST 0 YOUR BOSS TONIGHT HE MIGHT 

ps E i was Planning to send a hundred years old ; botoe 
OF SCOTCH BUT THEY CAN’T TRANSMIT IT OVER THE WIRi«S - 
SHORT CIRCUITED 
A BEREAVED FRIEND ♦ 


i i advised CARSON frequently makes humorous 

comments on the "Tonight" Show about MC MAHON 1 s drinking 
habits, and the statement in the telegram concerning scotch 
probably was intended as a reference to this. 

I I said NBC probably would not have been 

concerned about instant telegran had Mr. CARSON not been the 
recent victim of an extortion att eopt which ^suited in th. 
n-rresfc of one by ^ ne l* 08 APS e I es Bailee 
Apartment (L APP), on 10A5/7S. ( 'potaiia of this local extortion 
case were set forth in .Los Angeles tele type to the Bureau d^ed 
m/i^/7P mnH onad I ET ALj JOHNNY CAKbUH 

u?^tm 7 3 _ Ry roRTlQN” . Los Angeles file 9-^9, Buttle 9-54989). 

| Hpointed out that the time element mentioned in 

instant tel egram had passed before the telegram had cone to > tjw 
attention of NBC, noting that the telegram, stating stic.w close 
to your boss tonight", was dated l/20/?3* 

The provisions of the Federal Extortion Statute 
and the general policy of the FBI in handling extortion. 

matters were explained to I ZZ[gn° 1A J vise 

mentioned above, i 1 sai q he^wQUla^<>^i^ 

Mr. CAHSON and Mr. MC MAHON of the receipt of the telegrjs.^ 

' lsaid he also would advise of ' tne of 

J wrt YN <ry ^ 1 MV* nAlxSOIv S 


the telegram and ask that routine patrol of Mr. 
residence be increased. 

| (both advised that^they 

had no suspects in instant case, iney advised no similar 
telegram or communication nad oeen receive*, by .oC or i .. « 
CARSON. 
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LA 9-NEW 


AUSA 


I/OS Angeles, was advised 


of the above facts on 1/23/73, by SA WOOLS’, P 
the language of the telegram did not appear to 


]said 


constitute 

VilC UJ. VAA<=. VW-S/ & *W*A. "r* 

a prosecutable violation within the purview of the federal 
Extortion Statute^ however, he said he would hols— h.*.s 
prosecutive opinion in abeyance pe nding inquiry concerning the 
identity of the sender. 


[ 


! l Bobbery-Homicide Division, LAPD, 

was telephonic ally advised on 1 / 23 / 73 , ,, 
contents of the telegram. I I furnished the 
opinion of the AUSA. 


By communicatio n dated 1/23/73, the Washington 


Field Office advised that 


1 advised 


3 


] telephone in Washington, D.U., telephone nuwuei 


21*4-9876 . 

revealed this number is Issued to a pay 
telephone booth located at Peoples Drug Store, 5550 Connecticut 
•Avenue, N.W. , Washington, D.C. 

Subsequent contact 
booth involved in this matter 


^revealed since a pay 


On 1/24/73, AUSAl 


was advised of the 

information from Washington Field as s ® t .£ or ^„j^? v f * 
stated that in view ,of the vagueness of the threat he woula 
not consider prosecution of this matter in Federal Court. 
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Los Angeles will confirm the opinion of AUSA 
|by separate communication. ~~~ 


C 


• if - 



' v. 


•\ *** <£T»NAL FORM NO. 10 

% Way im2 coition 

C$A FFMR (« CFR) 101-ll.t 


UNITED STATES 


G^E 


RNMENT 


Memorandum 


St 


TO 


FROM : 


subject: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
^L/sAC,\q£j ANGELES (9-4998)(C) 


date: 5/20/73 


CHANGED 

’l"" 



JOHNNY-^C ARSON - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

00: LA 




P- 


The title of this Cass, formerly carried as ".UNSUB, 

aka J A Bereaved Friend;.' JOHNNY -CARSON - VICT IM 1 * has hfiftn 

marked changed to show the name of subject as [ 


as contained in information, furnished by Western Union, 
Washington, D.C. . ,0 

‘ l-S'Sc+i.S'-t 

Re Los Angeles /airtel to Bureau dated 1/24/73 and 
WFO airtel dated 3/6/73 ^A 1 

Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of an LHM 
concerning captioned subject dated as above. 

The confidential, source mentioned in the LHM is. 


Interviews at Los Angeles were conducted by 
SA RICHARD M. WOOLF. 


It will be noted |j^ 


1 advised Western 



ilosed LHM to Secret 


b6 

b7C 



b7D 



Union that on Inauguration ray the subject had. sent seventeen 
telegrams to a number of people.; These people were not further 
identified. Because of the. subject's alleged mental condition 
and because these telegrams were sent on Inauguration Day, it 
is possible they were sent to public officials under the cog- 
nizance of the Secret Service and that the Secret Service might 
have some interest in the subject.; On this basis , the Bureau 
may desire to disseminate a copy 
Service for information.^ 

^ Bureau (Ends. -3)Bi('/9^R§ 

1- Los Angeles 

RMWrfet . 

C5) . , 


b6 
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MAR 261973 



57AW2 19 

a 

[Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the_ Payroll Savings Plan 





LA 9-4998 


One copy of LHM furnished Secret Service loca lly and 
to the USA, Los Angeles, to confirm the opinion of AUSA | 



i 


.PtX-$76 (Rev, 8-1S-7S)* 
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ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OWUSTICE 

FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
File No, 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

:March 20, -1973 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


RE: 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished'herewith concerns an individual or* organization believed' 
to be. covered by- the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective - 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or .categories checked. 

JU ti) Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. , 


2. O Attempts or threats. to redress grievances. 

3. G Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or -foreign official. 


•4. G Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign-diplomatic establishments. 


5. G Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity, 
6- Q, Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. O Potentially dangerous because of. background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged inactivities inimical tO'U. S. 


Photograph Q has been furnished G en closed is not available. 



Very 

rca^c/L 

L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting' Director 




1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(sl) 

U. S. Secret Service - Los Angeles 

Enclosure(s) 
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1 





r\ 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

FdeNo. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-Los Angeles, California 
March 20, 1975 
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L I Broadcast Facilities 

and Operations, National Broadcasting Company,, Inc. (NBC), 

3000 Vest Alameda Avenue, Burbank, California, advised on 
January 22, 1973 » that the NBC mail room had' received a tele- 
gram on Sunday, January 21, 1973, addressed to "Ed McMahon," 
announcer on the Johnny Carson "Tonight" Show, which contained 
a possible threat to Mr. Carson. The telegram was delivered 
to the "Tonight" Show production office, NBC, on Janu ary 22, 

1973, as r outine :mail and was referred tol Ifor 

handling byj 

the "Tonight" Show. 

I I . noted that the telegram was dated 

Washington, D.C., January 20, 1973, and read as follows: 

"DEAR ED STICK CLOSE TO YOUR BOSS TONIGHT HE MIGHT 
NEED YOUR HELP 

PS I WAS PLANNING TO SEND A HUNDRED YEARS OLD 
BOTTLE OF SCOTCH BUT THEY CAN'T TRANSMIT IT OVER 
THE WIRES - SHORT CIRCUITED 
A BEREAVED FRIEND." 


I advised Carson frequently makes humorous 

comments on the "Tonight" Show, about McMahon's drinking habits 
and the statement in the telegram .concerning Scotch probably 
was intended as a reference to this. 

I said NBC probably would not have been 
concerned about this telegram except for the fact Mr. Carson 
recently had been the victim ,nf a Inr . al evtnrtinn a ttempt which 

resulted in the arrest of one| I by the L os 

Angeles Police Department on October 13. 1972.. I ~l 

pointed out the time element -in the telegram had passed before 
the telegram had come to the .attention of NBC, noting the tele- 
gram was dated January 20, 1973, 'send contained the statement 
"stick close to your boss .tonight.."' 


This document contains neither recommendations -nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the ‘FBI and is loaned to your agency, 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The provisions of the Federal Extortion Statute and 
the general policy of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 

handling ext ortion matters were explained to| l and to 

I I They both advised that they could furnish no leads 

as to the identity of the sender of the telegram. They also 
advised that no similar telegram or communications had been re- 
ceived by NBC or by Mr. Carson. 

Assistant United States Attorney I J 

Los Angeles, Calif ornia, was advi sed of the above .facts on 
January 23, 1973* I b aid the language of the tele- 

gram did not appear to constitute a prosecutable violation 
within the purview of the Federal Extortion Statute; however, 
he said he would hold his opinion in abeyance pending inquiry 
concerning the identity of the sender. 



I I advised bn January 23. 1973,1 I 

•h H i teiepnone 

number 244-9876 in Washington, D.C. 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised oh January 23, 1973, that 
this telephone number was issued to a pay telephone booth 
located at People's Drug Store, 5550 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. , 
Washington, D.C. 


1 

1 sub sequential advised that since a nay 

b6 

telephone 

was involved that 1 


| b7C 

1 


He advised 

b7D 

that he would 1 I 


He noted 

[would taKe some uxme. 
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On January 24, 1973 » Assistant United States 
Attorney I I was advised of the information developed at 

Washington, D.C. He stated that in view of the vagueness of the 
threat that he would not consider prosecution of this, matter in 
Federal Court. 


By correspondence dated March 6, 1973 > the Washington 
Field Office of the Federal. B ureau of Investigation furnished 


— i-Tnnrmnr.inn manft avaiianie pyi 

i 


lalso made available a 


b6 
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b7D 


r.f>nv r»f a 1 


In this letter;! I said that ! T ~ 

| was experiencing mental problems and had 
heen sending telegrams to various well-known peo ple such a s 
Johnny Carson. He said that on Inauguration Day I l had 

sent out seventeen telegrams to a number of people. These 
people were not further identified. 


Isaid the purpose of his 

letter was to reauest that I I 

I _ y , I 

and that he refused to assume this responsioiiiry xor | | 

Assistant United States Attorney \ t was advised 

of the above information on March 16, 1973 • He stated that it 
continued to be his opinion the wording of .the telegram did 
not constitute a violation, within, the purview of the Federal 
Extortion Statute. 
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